
Education Pack now available!  
Offering a generous discount on the boxed set for educators.  
FREE Band Parts! Just click HERE!  
Download full scores and complete band parts for large ensembles, 
with play-along tracks for all four compositons. Perfect for educators! 

With over 100 great reviews on Amazon, these books are helping many people find their way with jazz improvisation...  

"Buster Birch is the answer to all your questions about jazz improvisation. To put it quite simply, the day that I purchased this 
wonderful book, was the best decision I ever made concerning my playing development, in all my years of playing jazz." - 

Richard C 

"Rarely, do I come across a book that makes you not want to put it down. I’ve always struggled with improvisation, always 
missing that piece in the puzzle, theory drowning my aspiration to play great and love the in the moment of inventing melodic 

lines. I have bought many books over the years on learning jazz, I just wished I found this book first time around...I am a shy 
player however this author has brought me out of my shell and totally in my comfort zone."  - James 

"Excellent book. Easy to understand with plenty of exercises and guidance toward improvisation. I like it very much, I 
recommend to any sax player who wishes to seriously pursue improvisation." - DeeZleUK 

"I've played tenor saxophone for many years, at semi-pro level for quite a while. Therefore in theory I should be familiar with the 
fundamentals but I have found it's never wrong to go back to basics. Buster's book provides an excellent route and guide 

through the essential constituents of jazz, whatever your level." - Alexander 

Available worldwide in print from Amazon and for immediate download on Kindle.  
Each book includes 153 play-along audio tracks. 

For more details and to order your copy please click... 

The Beginner Jazz Soloing Series  
for saxophone, clarinet, trumpet, flute & violin.

HERE

https://geni.us/BusterBirchAmazon
https://www.busterbirch.co.uk/freebandcharts
https://www.busterbirch.co.uk/freebandcharts
https://geni.us/BusterBirchAmazon


& bbbb œA œ œA
b7 1 b3

Concert Pitch

& bb œN œ œA
b7 1 b3

Bb Pitch

& b œN œ œN
b7 1 b3

Eb Pitch

? bbbb œA œ œA
b7 1 b3

Bass Clef

www.busterbirch.co.uk (sign up to get your free book and practice resources)

Step 1 - Playing By Ear



& bbbb œ œA œ œ œA
1 b3 4 5 b7

Concert Pitch

& bbbb .. ..œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
1 b3 4 b3 4 5 4 5

œ œ œ œ Ó
b7 5 b7 1

& bb .. œ œA œ œ œN
1 b3 4 5 b7

Bb Pitch

& bb .. ..œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
1 b3 4 b3 4 5 4 5

œ œ œ œ Ó
b7 5 b7 1

& b .. œ œN œ œ œN
1 b3 4 5 b7

Eb Pitch

& b .. ..œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
1 b3 4 b3 4 5 4 5

œ œ œ œ Ó
b7 5 b7 1

& b .. œ œN œ œ œN
1 b3 4 5 b7

Bass Clef

& b .. ..œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
1 b3 4 b3 4 5 4 5

œ œ œ œ Ó
b7 5 b7 1

Step 2 - Minor Pentatonic Scale Patterns
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ã 44 .. ..Û Û Û Û Û Û Û Û Û
3 3

Û Û Û Ó

& bbbb .. ..œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ3 3

1 b3 4 b3 4 5 4 5 b7

Concert Pitch

œ œ œ Ó
5 b7 1

& bb .. ..œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ3 3

1 b3 4 b3 4 5 4 5 b7

Bb Pitch

œ œ œ Ó
5 b7 1

& b .. ..œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ3 3

1 b3 4 b3 4 5 4 5 b7

Eb Pitch

œ œ œ Ó
5 b7 1

? bbbb .. ..œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3 3

1 b3 4 b3 4 5 4 5 b7

Bass Clef œ œ œ Ó
5 b7 1

Step 3 - Rhythmic Phrasing

Step 4 - Applying Rhythmic Phrasing
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& bbbb .. ..’ ’ ’ ’F7
Concert Pitch

Question

’ ’ ’ ’ ∑ ∑

& bbbb .. ..∑ ∑ ’ ’ ’ ’F7

Answer

’ ’ ’ ’

& bb .. ..’ ’ ’ ’G7
Bb Pitch

Question

’ ’ ’ ’ ∑ ∑

& bb .. ..∑ ∑ ’ ’ ’ ’G7

Answer

’ ’ ’ ’

& b .. ..’ ’ ’ ’D7
Eb Pitch

Question

’ ’ ’ ’ ∑ ∑

& b .. ..∑ ∑ ’ ’ ’ ’D7

Answer

’ ’ ’ ’

? bbbb .. ..’ ’ ’ ’F7
Bass Clef

Question

’ ’ ’ ’ ∑ ∑
? bbbb .. ..∑ ∑ ’ ’ ’ ’F7

Answer

’ ’ ’ ’

Step 5 - Question & Answer Phrasing
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& bbbb Ó ‰ œ œ œ
Concert Pitch

œ œ œ œ œ œ .œ Jœ ‰œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ∑

& bb Ó ‰ œ œ œ
Bb Pitch

œ œ œ œ œ œ .œ Jœ ‰œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ∑

& b Ó ‰ œ œ œ
Eb Pitch

œ œ œ œ œ œ .œ jœ ‰œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ∑

? bbbb Ó ‰ œ œ œ
Bass Clef œ œ œ œ œ œ .œ Jœ ‰œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ∑

Step 6 - The Musical Sentence
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